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Module Aims: 
To enable students to: 
 

 Understand typical development of communication and interaction in children 

 Develop understanding of difficulties experienced by some children/young people in 
relation to communication and interaction 

 Assist in the overcoming of barriers to learning and well-being posed by having 
communication and interaction needs. 

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of how speech, language and communication develop within 
typical parameters.  (KS1, KS6, KS9) 

2. Examine and discuss a range of needs that can arise in relation to communication 
and interaction, such as speech and language delay, impairments or disorders.  (KS1, 
KS2, KS6, KS9) 

3. Develop confidence in identifying children who may be experiencing barriers to 
learning due to difficulties with communication and interaction.  (KS1, KS2, KS3, KS6, 
KS9) 

4. Critique strategies to enable children who experience difficulties with communication 
and interaction to access learning and to develop relationships with others.  (KS1, 
KS2, KS3, KS4, KS6, KS9) 

 

 
Assessment:  
 
Two assessments are required:  
 
1. With the help of a mentor, and taking ethical issues into consideration, identify a child with 
a learning need in communication and interaction. Provide an overview of the child’s specific 
learning need(s) and how the learning need is currently being supported in their educational 
setting. Link this to your theoretical research about the specific learning need(s).  
 
2. A teaching pack designed to support the pupil identified in part (1).The pack would include 
a lesson plan and actual resources needed to deliver the lesson along with a rationale to 
explain the intended learning outcomes and how the teaching and learning activity would 
support the learner’s specific need.  
 
 

Assessme
nt number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

1, 2 Case Study 40%  1500 words 

2 
 
 

2, 3, 4 Coursework 60%  2500 words 
equivalent 

 
 
 



Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The module will use a variety of methods for teaching and learning, including lectures, group 
work and e-learning. Visits to settings which support pupils with communication and 
interaction will be arranged for students to have first-hand experience of observing children 
and young people who face these potential barriers to learning. Students will be expected to 
make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their study. 
 

 

Syllabus outline: 
 

 Defining ‘communication and interaction’. 

 Examining the differences between ‘speech’, ‘language’ and ‘communication’. 

 Typical development of speech, language and communication in young children. 

 How can communication and interaction go wrong? 

 Focus on a range of learning difficulties affecting communication and interaction, such 
as speech and language delay, impairments or disorders and ASD. 

 The potential impact of such learning difficulties on learning and emotional well-being. 

 Current initiatives and provision for children and young people who need extra 
support with communication and interaction. 

 Strategies to help overcome barriers to learning in communication and interaction. 

 Reflection on visits to resource provision in mainstream settings where pupils with 
communication and interaction needs are supported. 

. 
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